
EXHIBIT 64

Letter dated May 20, 1954 to R.M. Gelvin
from Geraint Humphreys, Chief Irrigation Counsel
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,'?'

Fros Superintendent Laddls letfcer of itey 14,
195^» to you it appears that h© bss o'neclced the Ageaoy
files aoil records and fi^a '^is search has ascertainefi that
fche iofonsal underst&ndijag betv®^. fcbe SeGFetsyy of the •
Interior sad tb© De-uartsien.fc of Juatic® above pefexyed to
has never bean fcrcB-lized in tlsat; "the Bofcios of coapletion
of t^s Ve'osr Reservoii* as of April 15, 1956" as suggested
by the Dsp&rfcxae&t cf Justice and conoun*ad_ia tey t&© Sesz'e-
tary \sss never been filed vith th© p3?oper Stete of-ficl&ls.

With Superlntecdent Ladd1s lettez* ta© eacloBed &
lette? fyass Iryigation !&taa^er STorquist to E< C« Portier,
tb©n Supss'vising E&gin®®r of the T^i^p trrlgation Ssrvioe
&t Saa Fy&ocisco, dated JaKuary 9, 19>9, iftsicb also d<^ls
with the cs&tt«r of est&bllshiog s dat® of priority foi? the
Weber Rsserv&ir storage riglit, sna iQdlc&tes la brief c.a
outUas of asaoe! things tbst he tbo^igfat vould b© aeoesasrj
ia the pirepars-tioa or tb® &i''oz^a^lj2 notioe to be filed.

Xa lay lettep of April 20, 195^, to you, I indiested
that fipom ths iaforcaation av&UabXe to os 1 ms then uastolc
to say that t'ne esfc&bllsfceBsnt of & dat® of ps?iority foy tlie
Webep Reservoir storage ri^rfc aa bplafly dl&sussed ia the
croxTOspoodeoce previously yefers*©d to as KSb® fiyst priority
©Tter tte estpy of the ea^Kicd decree .In IMit^d States v.
VaU!®? imgG.tlon Bisti?iot, •et &!.", vould i& fact jeopardise
tb© storage pight. op be less valuabl® to tbs Indians fchsn &
priority SB of the dat® of th® GoisplefcjLca of the Bsservoip
sad its cper&tica for stoipage of •water Sross. ¥all®r River.
As you k&o^,•that priority 2*®centlj' dissussod snd proposed
1c. the eoxysspoadenoe fumls^od m& caateiHpl&tes & stipul&tlcu
to -fche^effect that as to Weber Reservotp there shell be reccg-
nlzed "th® first pricrlt^ after ti^ entry of fche saieosled
€6G3see^izi United States v* Wsi^ep River' Ir'rl^.tioa Bistrict,
et al«K. (The eaeaded decp@© •ygifi ftnally entered soise time"
b@tv®@& April 25th aid Jul^ 15, 19^0.)

Toe pyoposed stipulatioa, vhethor it bs oailed e.
notice or _s£%!®fcbiRg else, would pyesumbly &ssign a stGPQ^'s
prioylty £ ay- Webe?- Reservoir &3 of 1940, the ess&ct dste c?,
vhiefa would appsreutly be not l&tep th&a July 15th cF tl-i&fc
year, but if s^gbt be BS^ tlsss sTfce? th® aetu&l d&te th® EQc-med
deer's® vss entered. (Qee l&st seQtexioe of MadisoG B. Gi%.v&sl
xetfcsr of April 8y 1^54, to John R» Ross, Attcraey-a.t-Lsy,
Carson City» Eev&da.)

In vi®v of fche geQepal pi%otice la Irplg&tsd £2leas,
and in _f set the lav vitb r^f-®y<mc&4.a-<g^.^&'py±e,tlv® rif',hts in,
aost of the Vesfc&ra states, ttasi^g^'\^r?»""& priority,

W ^ S' YAM |
X • M 3 0 M ^'

TT<!nnn77it
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lyhethiC'r for stcr&ge or direct dlve2?sion, bears the d&te not
l&fcep than the tisse yhsn v&tep vac diverted, or tf it were
s. rsseryoir the yesez'voir vas ocsHpleted araa put Into opera-
tion, and in soae States 1£ an &pplis&fcio& had be®a filed
vitfa the appropriate State Cifficl&ls the 6ste woiild b® fiz.e^
as csf the date o£ .the filiug of this ^spllcatlon., ev®a tboi-gti
It would not becoae defiziifce until ritual diversion or storage
of vster bsd beeo e-Tfectuat&d and the vafcer eltter put to
beaefiolal use or stoz*ed ar«l asaSs VQQay for beoeflcial uae.
tEos l&tts? Guncepfc c-j;' GOUTS® vould cot apply hspe beo&use
t»h®a?® had been no appllcstioQ 'ylfch the State authorities ror
pemlaaloa to build the VQOQP Beservoiy oa ossS. vlthin vi&lker
Rivea? Beseyration, and ic view of the fact that th® Depart-
taent of Justice and the Secretary of the Infcerior, all as
i£Klicat©fi tn th® SecxtetELE7*8 lettep of F@bs?uayj 12, 1940, tc
the Attorney General indicated that e prtoaplty for the ft'eber
Reaervoly should 'De cl&lEaed &s oS tlw date of coEplefclon of
thaS pes®?voi£».

In. vlm? cf Sz.^eE'lntcnd.ont Ladd'e flEdiogs, as In-
dlcated ia bias istter of May 14, 1954, I do not tool? ^is®She2?
at SCSE® tisse in the future a priority for Wet^sy Res&rvoir
storage right as of 191»-0 would be less valuable te th® iHdlans
fcban on® of April 15, 1936, vhea the reservoly 'yas ccs^leted
and put Into opepation. Oaless t'oer® is Boas good I»®&SOQ -yhy
it is a©eesss^ to fix the storage pyiority as msaber Goe
sffe®p tb® entr^- of .tl'i® 8E@nd.sd decree, I suggest ttbe &dvi&&-
tellity 0^ having fc'n® stipulation or notion feo b® furaiabed to
the sgppcprififc® State offici&Xs go &s<&vo. a@,fee? reslte tb&t
•Weber Beservoir vas cosspleted Appil 15, 1956, esd put tsito
opeiretios, at vhioh fciae fclie Iz^iaQ Ssrvice ccaaaensed divert-
ing -y&tsa* i&to tl® peses'volr for Bto2%ge aad to b© Is.t^" used
ag'irpigatiQRj, thus giying It & ps'lorifcy of April 15, 1956.
Hot only ^ould that be taop® in harssoEy itfitea t2ae geneB&l pi^,e-
tie® and tn® rulea of th® variomt St&fces, AaeltKila^ Sevada,
&s to tvov pi''iorities arQ ftxed^ it ^ould &IBQ coDfons vlfc'n.
the suggestloa of the Secz^star^ of fcfcc Is.teriar and the
Atfcoraey Oesasral &8 tasde in 1940 sad berelmbove z^f^^red to*
Certatds' the ©tipulatioa or notice, vbicbevep ^ou val^st de-
sid® to u&e, osa be &o dravn as to recite the .facts aod s'uo¥
vnen tb® yesepvoir -u-as ccsspleted QDd put iato operstloi, end
water dlv®z»fc©d sod put to bsnefioXel .y»e»

I see GO paptlcular n.eseseity, hoveve?, for bel&bop-
tag & clela that. the ppiority shall be'April 15/1936, If'
sotteone objects op doe® oot wssit to agree to It, but.the
sfcip^tlcn'o? the notice. vhi<^sy®2* i£_jj®^ can recite-fchafc -
that is vhsn the pesepvoij?. vf^'-^y^^^S.-'^aQ, the ^&t©r put

,, ••lA-]"ay3'^3°3^ ,

^o^SY^.
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to beneficial use» ssss- wuld aBount to nothlsg BIOX'G thaa G
yecit&l In 105^. of an actual fact yhioh had. occurred aQd l.ad
b©so oasapleteci le^sl'lj^ &s veil as fyoss a& ©agineering e.tand-
point on April 15, 19.5&.

Z offer these suggestlcaa for vbstevsr they say be?
vo2*fch. I as; senfiin^ s copy of this letter to Are^ Counsel
t?j*us¥ell, as yell as to the Interested D@pas?tsEmtel ofrisials.

Stnoerel^- yousa®,

G^r&int Huisphsyys
Cfalef lyrigatl'on Oounsel

ec - Solicitor, Attention: Mr. Flanery (ra-th enGlosures)
Acting As Blatant; SollQltop Sellery
W. L.Mlle2?, Chief, Br. of l3?2*i@stion • (With enclosures)
£a'6& Counsel Truswell

:iAri'll1AtoMr^'-"l .:<,:'.'.
0 :S v ' -a 3 3i
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